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All pupils below the Sixth Form are required to wear the correct school uniform in
school and when travelling to and from school. We expect all pupils to take a
pride in their appearance, acting as ambassadors for the School at all times.

As a result of the merger of Headington and Rye St Antony Schools, and following a
uniform consultation in Spring 2024, we are in a transition period with regard to uniform.
Pupils in Years 8-11 (L4-U5) are able to wear the pre-existing uniform from either school
until July 2026 (see Appendix 1 for a reminder of the Rye St Antony uniform
expectations). New pupils entering the school from September 2024 should purchase
‘Headington Rye’ branded uniform — this includes all Year 7 (U3 entry). All pupils are
required to wear the newly designed sports tops and socks. It is expected that all pupils
will wear Headington Rye Oxford uniform from September 2026.

Headington Rye Oxford School Uniform

The winter and summer uniform consists of the following:

e Blouses — Light blue, open neck, full length or short sleeve

Skirts or Trousers - a mock-kilt style tartan skirt or navy trousers with the School logo
Blazer - a navy blazer with School logo

Pullover — Navy with School logo (optional)

Outdoor coat — plain navy or black (optional)

Black tights (opaque 40/60 denier) or black socks with black shoes must be worn in
Winter. Opaque tights can be worn all year round.

Neutral coloured tights or white ankle socks with black shoes may be worn in summer.
We provide a list of uniform and have a specific uniform supplier:

Stevensons, 245 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 7HN Tel: 01865 554559
www.stevensons.co.uk

A second-hand uniform shop operates from the Headington Rye Oxford Prep School
site.

Shoes should be black and made of leather. Shoes should be polished regularly. They
must be properly fitted and afford protection to the foot, preferably fastening across the
foot, provide good grip and have heels not higher that 2.5cm. Provided they are intended
for outdoor use, ballet pumps are permitted. Please note that black sports-style shoes,
canvas shoes or Dr Martin’s style boots are not allowed. Shoes should ideally be chosen
from a range of selected styles recommended by our local supplier Charles Clinkard in
Summertown.

Where there is a recognised medical condition that makes it difficult for pupils to wear
the footwear stipulated above parents should write to their child’s Head of Year or Head
of Section giving details so that alternative arrangements can be made.

If you have any questions or concerns about uniform, please contact either Mrs Bates-
Brownsword (Head of Lower School), Mrs Minton (Pastoral Director of Middle School),
or Miss Proctor (Deputy Head Pastoral).

Uniform will be checked on a regular basis and demerits will be given to those who
persist in wearing incorrect items. We require our pupils to look smart and well turned-
out at all times. Uniform should be in good condition and clean. All items of uniform
should be named; our supplier has a naming service available. Pupils should not


http://www.stevensons.co.uk/
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change out of school uniform before leaving school without written permission. Uniform
should not be combined with home clothes (including hoodies).

Our skirts are designed so that they sit just above or on the knee. As a guide, a skirt that
is higher than the width of a standard sized mobile phone above the knee is deemed to
be too short and should be replaced.

Pupils should wear their blazers in School. In warmer weather they may be removed, but
should be brought to school. In colder or inclement weather a plain dark coloured coat
may be worn over the blazer to travel to and from school. It should be removed once the
pupil is in the School buildings. Hoodies (whether school branded or not), casual
jumpers/cardigans, denim jackets should not be worn during the school day — pupils will
be asked to remove them. Scarfs and hats should be a dark, plain colour and should be
removed in lessons and around the school buildings.

We do not allow jewellery to be worn in School but girls may wear a single pair of gold or
silver studs for pierced ears (only one in each ear lobe) and a religious symbol on a
simple chain around the neck. No other piercings are usually permissible. Where facial
piercings link to cultural or religious heritage, pupils and parents should discuss their
individual situation with the Head of Section or Deputy Head Pastoral and an agreement
will be reached and communicated to staff.

No make-up or nail varnish should be worn. Tattoos are not allowed.

Hair should be one natural colour throughout, neat, combed at all times and ideally tied
back (if long enough to do so) with a plan navy or black hair tie. Pupils in Lower School
should always have their hair tied back. In Middle School pupils may choose to have
their hair down but should bring a hair tie to school — in certain lessons (Science, Food
and Nutrition for example) hair must be tied back for reasons of health, hygiene and
safety.

The School subscribes to the Halo Code and we acknowledge that Afro-textured hair is
an important part of some of our community’s racial, ethnic, cultural and religious
identity, and requires specific styling for hair health and maintenance. Afro-textured hair
can be worn in all styles including, but not limited to, afros, locs, twists, braids, cornrows,
fades, hair straightened through the application of heat or chemicals, weaves, wigs,
headscarves and wraps. Pupils may be asked to tie back their hair in certain lessons for
reasons of health and safety regardless of styling.

Pupils who wish to wear head coverings for religious or cultural reasons are welcome to
do so — the chosen covering should be plain in style and colour.

We do not wish to be too prescriptive, but want our girls to be proud of their school and
to take pride in their appearance.

A separate list of active wear, worn for sports and dance is available and published in
the parent handbook and updated annually. Guidance is also provided in the handbook
regarding the required PE equipment and footwear. Under normal circumstances active
wear should not be worn during non-PE lessons during the school day.



Sixth Form Dress Code

Sixth Form students do not wear uniform, but as role models to the younger
pupils, we expect them to dress appropriately for learning and to adhere to the
published dress code.

As a guide, appearance and presentation should be broadly similar to that
expected in the workplace.

Smart casual clothing is acceptable for school, although there will be occasions when
more formal wear is required. All Sixth Formers should have a dark suit comprising a
jacket and either trousers, a knee length skirt or dress (black, navy or grey in colour) and
smart footwear to wear for prescribed formal events.

At all times hair and make up should be natural in colour. Excessive piercings are not
allowed; any visible facial piercings must be discrete. Any tattoos should not be visible.

What to wear:

Knee length or longer dresses or skirt

Trousers (including jeans) should be smart, clean and in good repair with no rips or
frayed edges

Cardigans, jumpers, tops, blouses or shirts which are smart and long enough to cover
the midriff and shoulders

What not to wear:

Leisure or sportswear

Stringy tops, crop tops or bustiers
Inappropriate or offensive logos
Neon coloured clothing

Flip flops

Any questions or concerns relating to the implementation of the Sixth Form dress code
should be directed to Mrs Barrett (Head of Sixth Form).



Appendix 1 — Reminders for those choosing to continue to wear existing Rye St
Antony uniform

The pre-existing dress code includes a school blazer (which should be worn at all times,
including coming into and leaving School). Specific items (marked with an *) should be
purchased through School Blazer, the uniform supplier while stocks last. A second-hand
uniform shop operates from the Headington Rye Oxford Prep School site.

Sixth Formers do not wear school uniform but are instructed to dress in a smart and
professional way.

Uniform expectations:

Navy blazer with the School’s logo *
Skirt in the Rye tartan*

White blouse (short or long sleeved)
Red v neck jumper with grey stripe*

Opaque black tights or plain, short black socks should be worn. Trainer socks are not
permitted.

Shoes should be flat, black formal school shoes (leather or equivalent). Training shoes
of any description (including leather trainers), boots, sandals or any other type of canvas
shoe/boot are not permitted.

Blouses should be tucked in at all times.

Skirts should reach (and are designed to be) 21inches in length and should rest on the
top of the knee cap. Skirts must not be rolled up.

A black or navy coat can be worn on top of the uniform when entering or leaving the
school site. This should be removed on entry to the buildings and should not be worn
again until the end of the school day. Leather or denim coats, hoodies or non-school
jumpers are not permitted.

One pair of small stud earrings are allowed to be worn by girls throughout the School.
Girls may wear a plain, discreet necklace with a religious symbol. Discreet watches are
allowed for all pupils. For PE all jewellery must be removed. Any other piercings of any
kind are not permitted.

Make-up should be unnoticeable and no nail varnish is permitted.
Hair should be a natural colour. Stripes, closely shaved styles, and any beading are not

acceptable. In Years 7 to 9 hair past the shoulder should be tied back at all times with a
discreet black, red or navy band.



