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ADMISSIONS POLICY  

Policy Statement 

 

Headington Rye Oxford is an academically selective school for girls aged 3-18, and boys aged 
3-11.  Our admissions procedure seeks to identify pupils with a thirst for learning and the ability 
to thrive in a large, vibrant, busy environment, and who have the potential to benefit from and 
contribute to the co-curricular and holistic environment that the school has to offer. 

  

Headington Rye Oxford welcomes applications from pupils of all faiths, ethnicities, cultures 
and family backgrounds and we are mindful of our obligations under the Equality Act 2010 
during the Admissions process. We strive to ensure that our admissions processes do not 
treat prospective pupils with a disability unfairly or less favourably, and will take reasonable 
steps to ensure that pupils with a disability are not put at a substantial disadvantage in matters 
of admission, providing the pupil meets the criteria necessary to maintain the educational   
standard and experience for all pupils in line with the school’s academic aspirations.  

  

 

Applications   

  

Parents wishing to apply for a place for their child should complete the appropriate online 
application form and pay the registration fee, by the dates specified on the Admissions area 
of the school website. Following receipt of an application, details about assessment days, 
entrance examinations, financial assistance and scholarships will be sent, along with the 
relevant forms, at the appropriate time. References from current schools are also requested 
after application.  

 

The admissions team should be made aware of any access arrangements that need to be 
made for the assessments. These arrangements should reflect your child’s normal way of 
working, for example, a need for large print papers, a coloured overlay and the need for extra 
time to complete assessments.  

 

Parents must ensure that information provided is accurate, complete and not misleading and 
relevant details and information (or changes to them) are shared in a timely and transparent 
manner.  A failure to disclose relevant information and /or the provision of inaccurate, 
incomplete or misleading information may, in some cases, lead to the with-drawl of an offer or 
termination of the contract with the School. 

 

 

Entry Requirements   

  

The School takes a number of selection indicators into account when making entry decisions, 
including assessment performance, interview and all references and school reports provided 
in support of their application.  

 

Our entrance tests are designed to evaluate academic potential as much as current 
knowledge, and to assess whether candidates will thrive in the specific environment of 
Headington Rye Oxford. 

  

Nursery:  
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Entry into Nursery entry is determined following a visit to the School during which staff 
will observe children interacting with their peers and staff during lessons. Particular 
attention will be paid to the prime areas of the curriculum which are communications, 
language skills, physical development, and personal and social development. In some 
cases children may be asked to return for an additional observation session.  
  
Transition from Nursery into the Prep School is usually automatic but if there are any 
concerns about whether the more formal learning environment of the Prep School is 
suitable for a child, this will be discussed by the Head of Prep or Head of Pre-Prep 
with the family.  
 

Prep School:   

  

For children entering Reception (EYFS), Years 1 and 2 (Key Stage 1), entry is 
determined following a visit to the School during which staff will observe children 
interacting with their peers and staff during lessons. For those based overseas, a 
virtual meeting between the Head of Pre-Prep or the Head of Key Stage and the family 
can be arranged instead.  

 

For Reception aged children, emergent literacy and numeracy tasks are presented, 
while for Key Stage 1, literacy, numeracy and problem-solving tasks are included in 
their activities. 

For pupils entering Years 3 to 6, entry is by assessment in Mathematics, English and 
Non-Verbal Reasoning (NVR). Pupils will also have a short interview and then spend 
the afternoon with their peer group at the Prep School.  

  

Girls already in the Prep School are not normally required to complete the entrance 
examinations for progression to the Senior School as progression is usually automatic. 
If staff are concerned about their progression to the Senior School pupils may be 
offered the opportunity to sit the 11+ exam.  

 

Transition events to help girls to familiarise themselves with the Senior School take 
place in the Spring and Summer terms. Transition events to help girls to familiarise 
themselves with the Senior School take place in the Spring and Summer terms. Boys 
are supported with admission and transfer to their preferred senior schools separately.  

 

However, in a very small number of cases, senior staff and the relevant form teacher 
might recommend that progression to the Senior School on account of the demands 
of the scale, pace and level of academic expectation, would not be in the best interest 
of the pupil. Under these circumstances, the Head of Prep will notify the parents as 
soon as possible in order to provide support and advice.  

 

Pupils entering KS2 on a conditional offer will be asked to take the 11+ entrance 
assessment to secure their place at the Senior School. 

  

Senior School: Year 7 (11+) 

  

11+ external candidates attend the School’s Year 7 Entrance Day and sit the School’s 
own examination papers in English (comprehension and writing) and Mathematics. 
The entrance day takes place in the Autumn Term of Year 6. Candidates also have an 
interview and are monitored as they participate in a variety of additional activities, 
designed to enable them to experience the pace of teaching and life at Headington 
Rye Oxford.  
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Overseas applicants can be interviewed and take the written assessments remotely, 
as outlined in the International Students section of this document.  

  

Senior School: Year 9 (13+) 

  

13+ candidates at UK preparatory schools take the ISEB pre-test in Year 6 or 7 at their 
current school.  Interviews are held either in the Spring Term of Year 6 or Year 7 during 
a taster day at Headington Rye Oxford. Offers are made on the strength of the pre-test 
results, the interview/taster day, and a report from the Head of their preparatory school.   

  

Other 13+ candidates, including those from overseas, those at maintained schools and 
those at independent schools who have missed the ISEB pre-test window, sit the 
School’s own examinations in the Autumn Term of Year 8. These include assessments 
in English (comprehension and writing) and Mathematics. Candidates will also have 
an interview.  

  

Senior School: Year 12 (16+) 

  

All Sixth Form candidates sit the School’s entrance exams, which assess 
comprehension, writing and mathematical skills. They also participate in an interview. 
Entrance examinations take place in the Autumn Term of the year prior to entry. 

 

To qualify for entry into the Sixth Form, candidates are also expected to achieve at 
least a pass (Grade 4) in GCSE English Language and Mathematics, and a Grade 7 
or above in the subjects they wish to take at A Level; for new subjects, Grade 7 or 
higher is also required in facilitating subjects (shown here). Candidates applying for 
the study of a BTEC course, are required to achieve a Grade 5 in relevant GCSE 
subjects.  

 

Applicants will also have the opportunity to spend time with current Sixth Form pupils 
and staff, and explore the School’s Sixth Form centre and wider facilities. Offers are 
conditional on obtaining the GCSE grades stipulated in the offer letter, where relevant. 
Should an applicant fail to secure the appropriate grades in their chosen subject, the 
School will endeavour to offer alternative courses, where appropriate. 

  

Current students are supported appropriately regarding transition from year 11 to year 
12.  Advice and support will be provided for the very small number of students where 
it is felt that an alternative setting is more suitable. The Academic Director of Middle 
School will notify parents at the earliest possible opportunity in Year 10 of any concerns 
regarding progression.  

  

Entrance at Other Points  

  

Entrance into Year 8 (12+) and Year 10 (14+) is sometimes possible depending on the 
availability of places. Candidates are invited to an Entrance Day and sit assessments 
in English (comprehension and writing) and Mathematics. An interview is also 
arranged. 

 

Entrance outside the main application window 

 

Applicants who have missed the main application window (the October prior to the year 
of entry) should contact the Director of Marketing and Admissions directly for advice 
(admissions@headingtonschool.com.)   

 

Progression 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrUbMHU1FEJFiKMR4dJYEM56rQ_W5hwkfGrL_WtBg7c/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NrUbMHU1FEJFiKMR4dJYEM56rQ_W5hwkfGrL_WtBg7c/edit
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The School reserves the right to deny progression into any year from Reception to Year 13 in 
the unlikely event that the School, in the opinion of the Headmistress and key staff, does not 
meet the educational, pastoral or social needs of the pupil in question.  

  

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

  

 

Headington Rye Oxford does not unlawfully discriminate in any way regarding entry.  The 
School welcomes pupils with disabilities and/or special educational needs, provided we can 
reasonably offer them any support that they require and cater for any additional needs and 
that our site can accommodate them.  We aim to ensure that all our pupils, including those 
with disabilities and/or special educational needs, are provided with a safe and inclusive 
environment in which to learn.   

 

Our policy is to apply our admission criteria to all potential pupils.  We require parents of 
children with special educational needs, disabilities or allergies (suspected and diagnosed) to 
discuss their child’s needs with the School at the outset of the admissions process so that we 
can consider and make – to the extent reasonable – appropriate provision for them.   

Parents are required to provide with the Registration Form full details of all relevant information 
about their child, including any reports (including any educational psychologist reports, 
medical reports or assessments or other relevant expert third party reports), materials or 
information about their child’s needs (educational, health or otherwise), and this may include 
any final or draft EHC needs assessments (or applications for a needs assessment) or final or 
draft EHC Plans (or applications for an EHC Plan).  Any reports shared with the School must 
be written in English or be accompanied by an official translation. This is so that the School 
can assess their child’s needs and consult with parents about any adjustments which can 
reasonably be made and so that the School can ensure, for example, that their child will be 
able to meaningfully access the education offered and that we are able to ensure their health 
and safety, and the health and safety of others. This information should be provided prior to 
the admissions assessment process. 

Where parents of a prospective pupil feel their child requires adjustments (in respect of the 
admissions process and/or with regards to education at School and participation in School life 
in the event they are offered and take up a place at the School), parents should raise these 
with the School at the outset and the School may – depending on the circumstances - require 
some further information from parents or request further assessments in respect of the needs 
identified and will discuss with parents (and their child's medical advisers, if appropriate) the 
adjustments proposed and whether they can reasonably be made for the child if they were to 
become a pupil at the School. 

There may be exceptional circumstances in which we are not able to offer a place for reasons 
relating to a child’s special educational needs and/or disability. For example, if, despite 
reasonable adjustments (in the case of disability), we feel that a prospective pupil is not going 
to be able to meaningfully access the education offered, or that their health and safety or those 
of other pupils or staff may be put at risk, or where the School cannot reasonably 
accommodate the adjustments required or reasonably provide the nature or level of the 
support required. 

Sometimes, the situation of pupils with disabilities and/or special educational needs changes 
between an offer of a place being made and the pupil starting at the School.  The School 
requires parents to be pro-active in updating the School as to any changes which mean that 
the information provided during the application process is out of date or incomplete. In the vast 
majority of cases, this will not affect a pupil’s place at the School.  However, the School may, 
in exceptional circumstances, need to reconsider the offer of a place if a pupil’s circumstances 
change materially.  It is in the pupil’s interests that any such decision is made as early as 
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possible to avoid any disruption to their education, so parents are urged to be forthcoming and 
transparent in their communications with the School about any material change to their child’s 
circumstances. 

In the event your child has an EHC needs assessment or EHCP (whether at the application 
stage, draft or final form) it is important that these (and the applicable supporting 
documentation, e.g. educational psychologist reports or other expert assessments) are shared 
promptly with the School and that the School is kept up to date with respect to any relevant 
decisions of the Local Authority or changes in provision.  

 

  

English as an Additional Language  

  

Candidates may be required to take the OUP language test as part of the admissions 
procedure to assess their ability to thrive in an immersive English language setting. 
Headington Rye Oxford requires applicants to demonstrate that their degree of fluency in 
English will enable them to access the curriculum at the relevant Key Stage with minimal, 
usually short-term support. The School will make a holistic judgement based on all the 
information available from the English comprehension score, the writing score, the three 
elements of the OUP score, as well as the candidate’s speaking and listening skills 
demonstrated in the interview.    

  

All pupils for whom English is not their first language will be reassessed on arrival at the 
School. Where the Head of EAL judges that extra specialist lessons are needed, they will 
make the necessary arrangements and will communicate this to parents. EAL lessons are 
compulsory and are chargeable.  

 

  

International Students  

  

Headington Rye Oxford welcomes direct applications from international candidates for places 
at the School, provided they have a parent or Guardian living in the UK with whom they stay 
during holidays, half terms or in the case of emergency. Responsibility for the appointment of 
Guardians rests with the parents of the pupils concerned. 

 

Under UK immigration regulations, all pupils must have the legal right to enter, live and study 
in the UK.  The School is able to sponsor student visas for full boarding pupils in the Senior 
School.    

  

If the offer of a place at Headington Rye Oxford is accepted, a deposit is payable, along with 
a National Health Service (NHS) surcharge and fees in advance, should a student require a 
Child Student Visa to study in the UK.      

   

Headington Rye Oxford is only able to accept referrals from agents or representatives with 
whom it has a contract, please see the Admissions page on the School website for further 
details.    

  

 

Scholarships  

  

Headington Rye Oxford offers academic, art, dance, drama, music and sport scholarships at 
Year 7 (11+) and Year 9 (13+). Detailed information about them can be found here.  At Year 
12 (16+), academic, art, dance, drama, music and sport scholarships are offered in addition 
to a range of Special Awards for academic, creative arts, performing arts, sport and rowing.  

https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-financial-assistance-at-11-and-13-headington-rye-oxford/
https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-financial-assistance-at-11-and-13-headington-rye-oxford/
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A Headmistress’s Award is also on offer at Year 12.  Detailed information about the awards 
available can be found here.   

It is considered a great achievement to be awarded a scholarship, and scholars have the 
opportunity to take advantage of the School’s highly-regarded enrichment and extension 
programmes to further develop them in their area of expertise.   

While most scholarships do not carry a financial award, a number of special academic and 
music scholarships available to the highest achieving candidates at 11+, 13+ and 16+  do.  
In addition, music scholarships include free tuition in a musical instrument of choice.  All 
scholars are offered a place on the relevant scholarship programme for their chosen 
discipline, benefitting from the huge array of masterclasses, specialist coaching and 
mentoring in place.  

Scholarship candidates may also apply for means-tested support worth up to 100% of day 
fees.  

   

Financial Assistance Awards  

  

A limited number of means-tested financial awards, worth up to 100% of day fees can be 
applied for through the Headington Rye Access Programme (HRAP) on application to the 
School at Year 7 (11+). Additional awards of up to 50% of day fees are also available for Year 
9 (13+).   

 

Financial assistance may also be considered for Year 12 (16+) entry through our programme 

of Special Awards. Financial assistance for Prep School or boarding fees is not available.    

  

Financial Assistance Awards are determined by the performance of the pupil in the relevant 
entry assessments and by the family’s financial circumstances. HRAP is entirely distinct from 
our scholarships programme, which is solely based on merit. HRAP awards are confidential 
and will go to those candidates who have met the entrance criteria and who will benefit most 
from a Headington Rye Oxford education. Siblings of those already in receipt of a HRAP award 
do not automatically qualify for similar financial assistance.     

  

Detailed information regarding the criteria and process for applying for financial assistance 
can be found here.  

  

Decisions and offers  

 

Prep 

 

Following the relevant Prep entrance assessments and time spent in Prep School lessons, 
decisions on entry are made by either the Head of EYFS, Head of Key Stage 1, or Deputy 
Head (Teaching and Learning) in consultation with the Head of Prep. Results of assessments 
and general performance in interview and the classroom are all taken into consideration, as 
well as any school and other reports provided in advance. For pupils sitting for entry into Years 
5 and 6, the Assistant Head (Academic & Admissions) of the Senior School will also be 
consulted.  

 

Senior 

 

Following the relevant entrance examinations, results are collated by the Admissions 
Department and presented to a panel for consideration. The panel consists of the 
Headmistress, First Deputy, Deputy Head Academic, the Assistant Head Academic and 
Admissions (and the Academic Directors of Middle and Sixth Form as appropriate).  This panel 

https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-special-awards-16-headington-rye-oxford/
https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-special-awards-16-headington-rye-oxford/
https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-special-awards-16-headington-rye-oxford/
https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-special-awards-16-headington-rye-oxford/
https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-financial-assistance-at-11-and-13-headington-rye-oxford/financial-assistance
https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-financial-assistance-at-11-and-13-headington-rye-oxford/financial-assistance
https://publications.headington.org/scholarships-and-financial-assistance-at-11-and-13-headington-rye-oxford/financial-assistance
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is supported by the Director of Marketing and Admissions, who presents all information to the 
panel (including results, interview record and school and other reports and references), the 
Bursar and the relevant Admissions Coordinator for the year group.    

  

Offers of a place are made, by e-letter, usually within three weeks of the entrance day. In some 
cases, suitable applicants may be asked if they would like to be placed on a waiting list.   

  

Appeals Procedure  

Parents wishing to appeal the School’s decision on their child’s admission should contact the 
Director of Marketing and Admissions in the first instance at 
admissions@headingtonschool.com. The Director of Marketing and Admissions will then 
prepare the case for an appeal and submit a request to the Headmistress for a review.  The 
Headmistress’s decision is final.     
 

The School Complaints Procedure is not available for use by prospective parents. 

 

Records and Review 

Applicants’ details will be held on file with due regard to data protection legislation. Please see 
the School’s Privacy Notice for further information about how the School collects, uses and 
processes personal data.  

The School will not hold the personal data of you or your child for longer than is necessary for 
a lawful purpose and in accordance with our Retention of Records / Records Management 
Policy. This will generally be e.g. no more than 6 months following an unsuccessful application, 
but reasons to retain personal data for longer might include: e.g. if the parents express an 
interest in the candidate re-applying for any reason at a later date; or to deal with any ongoing 
matters or queries arising from the application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admissions@headingtonschool.com

